NIGERIA’S PERIODIC REPORT

AFRICAN COMMISSION ON HUMAN
AND PEOPLES’ RIGHTS
BANJUL, THE GAMBIA (ACHPR)
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PREVALT

Nigeria 15 a lounding member of the Alvcan Comnussion on
Fuman and People’s 1hehts (ACTIPR) and o State Party (o 1ils charter
With all due modesty one can Lay clanms o the Fact that Nigeria has been
and stll 1s on¢e of the moving forces behimd the evolution, arowth and
developments ol the ACTHIPR

But Nigeria's history has been, like those of most Alrican countrics,
very turbulent; with the Military bemg in power {or a greater number of
the years of her independence,

As you are well aware. mithitary rule has the tendency not only (o
violate the human rights of people, it also tends to frustrate human vights
msttutions both at home and abroad. But above all, military rule has (he
general tendency of promoting a culture of human rights violations amoang
Its law enforcement agencies.

Therefore, as (o be expected, arising from close to three (3) decades
ol continuous and turbulent military rule, Nigeria, its institutions and its
people should have a foretaste of the disruptions associated with military

regimes. 10 will therefore not surprise anyone that religious and ¢thnic



crises, mter-cthime war and other erises Tuelled and cncowraged by the rule
ol the military and their apologists should ntensely rock Nigeria,

However, since 1999, with the return of demoeratic rule and the
reinstatement of the rule of law, all these tendencics are mereastngly
coming under control.  The institutions of the state hitherto made
unworkable by the regimes ol the period are now mereasingly being,
reformed and made relevant (o our democratic aspirations,

[t 1s against this background that this periodic report for Nigeria
must be viewed. The last report presented in 1985 was at the carly years
ol the military rule and could not have capturcd the essence ol the
development highlighted above.  Thiy report 18 therelore presented (o
provide a correct perception of the period lcading up to 1999 We
therefore urge for a more enlightened understanding ol the social and

political environment in Nigeria in this report.

BAYO OJC (SAN)

ATTORNEY-GENERAL OF THE FEDERATION
AND MINISTER OF JUSTICE

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA
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INTRODUCTION
The Federal Republic of Nigeria as a

signatory to the African Charter on Human and
Peoples' Rights, is under obligation to submit
periodic reports on the legislative and other
measures taken with a view to giving effect to the
rights and freedoms recognised and guaranteed
by the Charter in accordance with Article 62 of
the Charter.

The current report covers the Period 1993 to
2004, and is a compendium of the human and
peoples' rights situation in the various areas as
provided in the Charter.

In compiling this report inputs were made by

- the relevant agencies of government responsible

for giving effect to the human and peoples' rights
guaranteed by the Charter.
DEMOGRAPHIC SITUATION IN NIGERIA

Nigeria, with a projected population of 124

million people is a multi-ethnic and multi-cultural
society. The vast diversity of the land and people

is reflected in its landmass of 923,678 square
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kilometres and the existence of over 350 ethnic
groups with distinct languages.

The federal system of Nigeria operates three
tiers of Government - Federal, State and Local
Governments. The constitution recognises six
geo -political zones namely: North Central
(Middle belt), North East, North West, South East,
South West and South South.

BACKGROUND TO THE REPORT

Nigeria, like most African countries that
gained their independence from their colonial
masters in the 1960s, had high hopes of rapid
political and economic transformations that will
give her people the proverbial good life. Thus on
October 1, 1960 when the Nigerian flag replaced
the British Union Jack at Independence,
observers had high hopes that if Africa was going
to join the ranks of developed nations of the

world, Nigeria held the key.
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This hope was however truncated six (6)
years later when the Military struck, took over
power and precipitated a chain of events that led
to a thirty-month civil war which ended in
January, 1970.

Failure of the post-war military regimes to
midwife a return to democratic rule once again
led to another coup that brought in a new military
regime which despite terrible challenges
succeeded in enthroning a democratic
government in  1979. This democratic
government only lasted for four (4) years before
the army once again truncated democracy and
precipitated another 17 years of turbulent
military rule which was brought to an end in
1999.

In all these years of military rule, the
political and human institutions quite naturally

had to suffer very adversely in view of the fact
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that military regimes in Nigeria as elsewhere are
not known to be tolerant of freedoms of speech
and assembly. Nor are they known for the
development of human rights institutions.
Nigeria was no different. Not even the judiciary
was spared the touch of military rule because a
vibrant judiciary is an anathema to military
dictatorship of any kind.

It was therefore a credit to Nigeria that its
National Human Rights commission was set up by
a Military Regime. It is also a credit to Nigeria
that its brand of Military rule allowed for the
emergence of a coalition of civil rights Non-
Governmental Organizations (NGOs) that helped
other civil rights activists to campaign for the
return of civil democratic rule in Nigeria in 1999.

This prolonged military rule no doubt left its
toll on the development of social institutions in

Nigeria. Many aggrieved people and groups
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