70th OAU Council of Ministers

Algiers, 8-10 July 1999

CM/Dec.469 (LXX) Decision on the Progress Report of the Secretary-General on the Efforts Deployed Towards Mainstreaming African Women's Concerns into Peace and Sustainable Development Processes Doc.CM/2117 (LXX)

Council:

TAKES NOTE of the Report;

RECALLS Resolution CM/Res.1465 (LVIII) setting out the measures needed to bring about gender equity and create a more egalitarian society; and REITERATES its call upon the Secretary-General to take the necessary action to ensure that the Women's Unit is sufficiently strengthened in its structural positioning and in terms of human, financial and other resources to enable it to carry out the strategies, programmes and other activities directed towards mainstreaming women’s concerns and gender issues into the policies, programmes and activities of the General Secretariat and the OAU Member States;

To this end, STRONGLY URGES all Member States, the International Community at large, the donor community, the UN System and all stakeholders to collaborate closely with the OAU General Secretariat by providing it with the political, financial, material, human, diplomatic and logistical support;

ENDORSES the OAU Plan of Action on Enhancing the Participation of Refugee, Returnee and Internally Displaced Women and Children in Rehabilitation, Reintegration, Reconstruction and Peace-Building, and CALLS UPON all stakeholders, particularly the Member States and all those involved with refugees, returnees and internally displaced persons to support and implement the Plan of Action,

APPEALS to Member States, UN Agencies, 'and development partners to give all the needed support to the African Women Committee on Peace and Development to enable it carry out its mandate effectively;

RECOMMITS itself to the principles enunciated and enshrined in the African and Global Platforms for Action and CALLS UPON Member States and all stakeholders to accelerate the implementation, monitoring and evaluation of these two Platforms and to support the convening of the Sixth African Conference scheduled in Addis Ababa in November 1999;

RECALLS the Resolution CM/Res.1689 (LXII) requesting the Secretary-General of the OAU to submit to the Council periodical reports on the progress made as well as on the difficulties encountered in implementing the African and the global platforms for action;
TAKES INTO CONSIDERATION the recommendations submitted by the Committee on Women and Development to the Current Chairman of the OAU on 5 April 1999 in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, and CALLS UPON Member States to:

Take special measures to promote the participation of women in political decision-making, particularly in governments, Inter-African Organisations, in national delegations participating in African meetings including meetings relating to peace and development process;

Enhance the status of women and build human and financial capacities of departments in charge of the promotion of women at all levels to enable them ensure the implementation and follow-up of the African and Global Platforms for Action.

WELCOMES and supports the Zanzibar Declaration on Women and a Culture of Peace and the accompanying Women's Agenda for a Culture of Peace in Africa which came out of the Pan- African Women's conference on a Culture of Peace held in Zanzibar, Tanzania, in April 1999; and

ENCOURAGES all stakeholders to observe the principles and implement the recommendations contained therein.
