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RESOLUTION ON THE PROGRAMME OF ESSENTIAL MEDICINES FOR CHILDREN AND THEIR MOTHERS

The Council of Ministers of the Organization of African Unity, meeting in its Forty-eighth Ordinary Session, in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, from 19 to 23 May 1988,

Conscious of the fact that human resources in general, mothers and children in particular constitute the main wealth of the Continent,

Convinced of the need to ensure the welfare of mothers and children through effective and less expensive actions, with long lasting effects, so as to guarantee their active participation in the economic development efforts of African States:

1. WELCOMES Resolution No. AFR/RC3/WP/05 adopted by the Regional Committee of the World Health Organization for Africa in support of the “Bamako Initiative”;

2. EXPRESSES SATISFACTION at the full support given the initiative by many African States;

3. ENCOURAGES those States which have already begun taking action to pursue their efforts and URGES those desirous of undertaking such actions to do so;

4. PAYS TRIBUTE to the World Health Organization for its technical support for the initiative and to the Governing Council of the United Nations Children’s Fund for having adopted a resolution in support of the immediate implementation of this initiative and for having mobilized substantial resources to support the efforts of those States which have begun to take actions or are desirous of doing so;

5. CALLS UPON Member States to:

1. launch a large-scale campaign aimed at alerting a large number of people to the positive aspects of this initiative;

2. integrate elements of this initiatives into their countries’ health policy on mother and child care by defining an appropriate policy for essential medicines;

3. mobilize to win the support of the donor and bilateral or multilateral bodies in favor of the extension of the system to the population in those countries which have opted for this initiative.

6. REQUESTS the WHO Regional Director and the Executive Director of UNICEF to do everything within their power to ensure the implementation of the programmes adopted, organize meetings among countries with a view to exchanging ideas and experiences on the issue, and to encourage bodies and agencies concerned to define and support plans of action.

