43rd Ordinary Session
7th - 22nd May, 2008
Ezulwini, Kingdom of Swaziland 


INFORMATION FOR PARTICIPANTS
1. General
The 43rd Ordinary Session of the Commission will be held at two venues in Ezulwini, Kingdom of Swaziland.  It will commence at the “Royal Swazi Sun Valley Hotel”, where it will run from 7th to 15th May, 2008; after which it will relocate to the “Royal Villas Hotel”, for the remainder of the period, namely: 17th to 22nd May, 2008. 
2. Credentials
As usual, delegates and other participants are kindly requested to bring their official credentials, duly signed by the appropriate authorities in their countries or their respective organizations, and hand them to the ACHPR Secretariat prior to registration.  
They will be required to show these credentials on arrival at the Airports in South Africa, from where they may fly to Swaziland, and again on arrival at the Immigrations Desk, at the Matsapha International Airport, Swaziland.
3. Registration and identification badges
Participants are advised to register and obtain identification badges in the main lobby area outside the Conference Hall, prior to the opening of the Session. 
For identification and security reasons, all participants are requested to wear their badges at all times during the Session.
4. Immigration requirements
Every participant arriving in the Kingdom of Swaziland should have a valid Passport. Entry visas can be obtained at any Diplomatic and Consular Mission of the Swazi Kingdom. To obtain visas, participants are advised to check the existence and the location of these Missions with the Ministry of Foreign/External Affairs of their countries. 
For participants who do not have Swaziland diplomatic representations in their countries, gratis visas will be given on arrival at Matsapha International Airport, Kingdom of Swaziland, upon presentation of their Letters of Invitation to the Session.
At the end of the Session, each participant will be required to pay Airport Tax of E50 or ZAR 50 at the Matsapha International Airport, before departure. 
5. Health requirements
Participants must ensure that they have taken the necessary vaccinations and that they travel with their Vaccination Cards, as these are required before admission to the country, and especially when transiting through South Africa and other transit points.   
6. Health facilities
The Government of Swaziland will provide medical services at the Session  venue.  Please note that these services are available only to participants who are taken ill during the period of the Session.
7. Weather
The month of May is usually cold season in Swaziland.  The temperature forcast is as follows: 

Dates



Minimum

Maximum

7th  to 16th May: 

10°C 


24°C. 
17th  to 24th May: 

9.23°C

24°C

25th to 31st May: 

7.57°C

23°C

It is thus advisable to bring appropriate clothes.  

8. Foreign exchange and Banks
Most major convertible currencies can be exchanged in Swaziland. The local currency is the Emelangeni. The exchange rates as at 5th March 2008 are as follows:
USD: 

Buying:   7.44

Selling:   7.95

GBP: 

Buying:   14.9671

Selling:   15.7285

EURO:

Buying:   11.4558

Selling:   12.1333

ZAR

Buying:    1.00

Selling:    1.00

Please note that exchange rates fluctuate.

There are a number of international ATMs (with 24 hour access)  that accept Visa and Maestro accredited cards in the Swazi Kingdom.  One of the international ATMs is located at the Royal Swazi Sun Hotel, Ezulwini Valley; while others can be found outside the branches of the Standard Banks.

Exchange operations can be done only at the banks and in some hotels. Most Banks are open to the public from Mondays to Fridays from 8:30hrs to 15:30hrs, (GMT); and on Saturdays from 8:30hrs to 11:00hrs.  
Please note that you will be required to present your Passport/Identity documents, as well as the required forms, during all exchange operations. 
Travellers Cheques can be cashed in ZAR (South African Rands) or in Swazi Emelangeni.  
There are no Western Union Transfers.  
The principal commercial banks are:  
a) First National Bank

Head Office : 

2nd Floor, Sales House Building

Swazi Plaza, Mbabane

P. O. Box 261, Eveni, Swaziland
Tel. : (+268) 404 5401/3

Fax : (+268) 404 4497
b) Nedbank Swaziland Limited

Head Office : 

Nedbank Centre

Box 68, Mbabane, Swaziland

Tel. : +268 408 1000

Fax : +268 404 4060

Website : www.nedbank.co.sz 

c) Swazi Bank

Head Office :

Engungwini Building

Gwamile Street

P. O. Box 336

Mbabane, Swaziland

Tel. : +268 404 2551/8

Fax : +268 404 8849

Website : www.swazibank.co.sz 

d) Standard Bank

Head Office :

Standard House, Mbabane 

P. O. Box A294, Swazi Plaza

Mbabane, Swaziland

Tel.: +268 4041540 / 404 3271 / 404 6589
Tel.: +268 404 6587

Fax: +268 404 5899

Website: www.standardbank.co.sz
9. Airlines 
Two airlines operate regularly to and from Swaziland: 

a) Royal Swazi National Airways Cooperation (Swazi Express Airways)

Matsapha International Airport

Box 1897, Matsapha M202

Reservations: +268 518 7062 / 602 1460

Fax: +268 518 7160

E-mail: matsapha@swaziexpress.com 

b) Swaziland Airlink

Tel.: +268 518 6146

Website: www.flyswaziland.com 

Royal Swazi Airways operate seven flights a week to and from Johannesburg.

10. Travel Agents: 
a) Royal Swazi (General Service Agent for South African Airways)

Sales House Bldg., Swazi Plaza

Box 1521, Mbabane

Tel.: +268 404 4749 / 404 3157 / 404 3433 / 404 3486/7
Fax: +268 404 5984

E-mail: charles@royalswaziairways.co.sz

b) The Travel Centre

Shop 1, The Hub

Mhlakuvane St. Manzini

Tel: +268 505 2983 / 505 2930

Fax: +268 5053829

E-mails: jeanne.thetravelcentre@galileosa.co.za 

              marthas.thetravelcentre@galileosa.co.za
c) Ultra Travel Agencies (PTY) Ltd. T/A Vogue Travel

Manica House cnr Martin & Nkoseluhlaza Streets Manzini
Box 4009, Manzini M200

Tel.: +268 505 2237 / 505 2872

Fax: +268 505 2137

E-mail : zodwag.ultratravel@galileosa.co.za 

d) Uniglobe Seylan Travel & Tours

Office 4A, The Gables Ezulwini

Tel. : +268 416 1112

Fax : +268 416 1008

E-mail : ic.ishara@uniglobetravel.co.za
Website : www.unigblobeseylantravel.co.za
e) Harvey World Travel

The Mall (Opposite Spar)

Mbabane, Swaziland

Tel. : +268 404 1538 / 404 1954 / 404 2101

Fax : +268 404 6120

E-mail : maggie.hall@harveyworld.co.za
f) Inter Tour Travel Services

Gwamile Street, Mbabane

Tel. : +268 404 2672

E-mail : gunterfintertour@galileosa.co.za
11.
Car Hire Services : 
a)
Affordable Car Hire & Van Rental 

Kiosk No. 4, Standard Bank Building

Swazi Plaza, Mbabane

Tel.: +268 404 9136 / 404 2528 / 404 1345 / 602 0394

Fax: +268 404 9137

E-mail: affordable@posix.co.sz
b)
Chrisilda Transport Co. 

Plot 796, King Mswati III West Ave.

Matsapha

Tel.: +268 518 7412 / 518 7367 / 518 7426 / 518 8249 / 518 7346

Fax: +268 518 7427

E-mail: chrisilda@swazi.net
c)
Lanka Transport Swaziland (Pty) Ltd.

Box 1757 Matsapha M202

Tel: +268 518 6386 / 617 1018

Fax: +268 518 6387

E-mail: lanka@swaziweb.co.sz
d)
Unitrans Swaziland Ltd.

Head Office  & Matsapha Depot
King Sobhuza II Avenue

Matsapha Industrial Site

Box 360 Manzini M200

Tel. : +268 518 6122 / 518 4356

Fax : +268 518 6120 

E-mail : swaziland@unitrans.co.za 
12. Mobile-phone Sim Card Provider:

MTN Swaziland:
Fax : +268 404 6217

Website : www.mtn.co.sz 

13. Electricity: 

The voltage in Swaziland is 220V AC, 50Hz and 15 amp. 
Kindly note that Swaziland uses round pin wall sockets. 
14. Privileges and Immunities
Without prejudice to the privileges, immunities and facilities accorded to all participants, every participant is required to respect the laws and regulations of the Kingdom of Swaziland and must refrain from interference in the internal affairs of the country. No one is allowed to enter or photograph an area designated as prohibited or restricted. Breach of such regulations should be avoided at all times. If in doubt, please seek advice from the authorities concerned.
15. Documents

Participants are advised to seek written authorization from the Secretary to the Commission for the distribution of their documents at the conference area. Kindly note that no documents will be circulated without the written authorization of the Secretary to the Commission.

16. 
Transportation

Participants will be responsible for all their transportation arrangements and costs.
17. Hotel accommodation
A number of hotels were checked out by the ACHPR Secretariat, and are ready to negotiate reduced prices of their hotel rooms for those attending the Session.  The list of these hotels is provided at the end of this Information Note.

Participants are advised to book with these hotels directly.  Assistance can also be sought from the following members of the Organizing Committee for the Session:   
a) Mr. Nkululeko Dlamini 
E-mail: freedlamini@yahoo.com 

     Tel.: +268 608 4301

b) Mr. Sibusiso Dlamini
Tel.: +268 614 4299

c) Ms. Paulette Dlamini

E-mail: thwalapp@yahoo.com
Tel.: + 268 623 6081
Of course, participants and delegates are free to use other hotels apart from those that were visited by the Secretariat.  In all such cases, they need to contact these hotels directly for reservations. 

When making reservations with these hotels, delegates and participants must indicate that they are participating in the 43rd Ordinary Session of the African Commission, and provide their dates of arrival and departure. 
List of hotels willing to offer special rates: 

NB:  - The rooms in all the hotels are air-conditioned and have television           sets with local and international channels.  Most hotels do not have Refrigerators in the standard rooms.  All hotels offer prices inclusive of Bed and Breakfast, except for self-catering rooms / chalets. 
Part 1: Hotels in Ezulwini:
Royal Swazi Sun Valley Hotel

Private Bag, Ezulwini, Swaziland

Tel. +268 416 5000

Fax: +268 416 1859

E-mail: Swazisun@sunint.co.za

Website: www.suninternational.com 

Facilities: 

 29 kilometres from the Airport, Venue for the Public Sessions, ,swimming pools, internet facilities plus WIFI connection, restaurants, bar, 2 receptions, a boutique, Health/Beauty Salon, Casino, Baby sitting service, Business centre,   country club, Bus shuttle service, Bank service,  conference rooms equipped with audio visuals, etc. It has a total of 202 rooms catering for a variety of requirements.
Note:  The prices of this hotel are exclusive of meals                                                                                                                                  and inclusive of tax
	Room Categories
	Price 

	Standard Rooms:

 (Single)

 (Twin)


	E2,205

E2,325

	Balcony Rooms:

 (Single)

 (Twin)
	E2,2540

E2,660



	Family Rooms:

 (Single)
	E2,730

	 (Twin)
	E2,850



	Suites:

Single

Twin

Royal Suites:

Single

Twin


	E4,140

E4,260

E4,465

E4,585



	The Royal Villas Hotel

Tel.: +268 41 67035

Fax: +268 41 62072

E-mail: reservations@ royalvillas.sz

Website: www.royalvillasswaziland.com 
Facilities: 

Not far from the main Conference Centre – about 5 minutes drive, 13 Villas, each of which offers luxury accommodation in exclusive Suites as well as the option of booking an entire Villa.  A Villa consists of a King Suite, Queen Suite, Standard Queen Room and a Twin Room.  Each Villa has a large lounge with a fireplace, an outside seating area and a private dining room.  The rooms are air-conditioned, have mini bar, digital safes, DSTV, direct dial telephones and wireless internet.
Prices include Breakfast.



	Room Categories
	Price 

	Standard Twin Room
	E1,150

	
	

	Standard Queen Suite
	E1,450



	Queen Suite
	E1,730



	King Suite
	E2,190


	Exclusive Use of Entire Villa:
	

	Minimum 5 nights, no kitchen use
	E6,500

	Minimum 3 nights, self catering
	E5,000

	EZULWINI SUN HOTEL

Main Road, Ezulwini Valley

P. O. Box 123, Ezulwini, Swaziland
Tel.: +268 416 6000

Fax: 268 416 1782

Facilities: 

About 6 minutes drive from the Conference venues.  It has 60 luxurious rooms , each with double bed.  The Hotel has Restaurants and a Bar, swimming pools, provides airport shuttle, car hire services, etc.  It also has a conference room with a capacity for 30 persons. 



	Room Categories
	Price, breakfast inclusive

	Standard Room:
	

	Single
	E1,535

Special rate: E1,275

	Double
	E1,635

Special rate: E1,175

	Timbali Lodge
Old Mbabane / Manzini Road, Ezulwini Valley

Tel. : +268 416 2632 / 416 1156 / 614 5403

Fax : +268 / 416 3253

E-mail: timbali@realnet.co.sz
Website: www.timbalilodge.co.sz

Facilities: 

Exucutive & Luxury Suites and Self-Catering Family Units

18 Executive rooms, 5 Luxury rooms and 5 Self-Catering rooms with DSTV, mini-bar, ceiling fans, air conditioners, internet access and direct dial phones, and conference rooms equipped with overhead projector, flipcharts and data projectors.
Prices include breakfast (except for the Self-Catering Family Units) and tax



	Room Categories
	Price, breakfast inclusive

	Luxury Rooms:
Single

Double
	E570

E705



	Executive Rooms:
Single

Double
	E640

E825

	Self-Catering Family Units:

	E980

	Happy Valley Hotel

P. O. Box 5, Ezulwini H106, Swaziland

Tel.: +268 416 1061 / 416 1199 / 416 1916 / 416 1939

Fax: +268 416 1050

E-mail: happyvalley@africaonline.co.sz 

Facilities: 

Conference room for 60 people, swimming pool, bar, “take away” restaurant, kiosk, rooms are equipped with fridges, digital wall safe, coffee machine, telephone, TV sets, and air-conditioners.



	Room Categories
	Price, breakfast inclusive

	Standard rooms:

Single

Double (per person)

Three Sharing room (per person)
	Sunday – Thursday

E250

E160

E135
	Friday & Saturday

E320

E160

E135



	Mantenga Lodge

Ezulwini Valley, Swaziland

Tel.: +268 416 1049 / 416 2168 / 602 5266

Fax: +268 416 2516 

E-mail: reservations@mantengalodge
Website: www.mantengalodge.com 
Facilities: 

38 rooms equipped with air-conditioning, satellite televisions, telephone, tea and coffee making facilities, walking distance to an internet café, swimming pool, restaurant and bar, close to golf course, horse-riding and nature reserves.  



	Room Categories
	Price, breakfast inclusive

	Standard Rooms:
Single

Double
	E400

E530

	Poolside Rooms:
Single

Double
	E300
E450

	Chalets:
Single

Double
	E470

E630




	Eden Guest House
Tel. : +268 404 6317 / 604 8962
E-mail: kapola_eden@swazi.net
Website : www.kapola_eden.co.sz 

Facilities:
About 10 minutes drive from the Session venues, living room with home-like setting, 15 luxury rooms with DSTVs,  swimming pool.  , 


	Room Categories
	Price, breakfast included



	Standard Rooms:

Single

Double
	E450

E750



	Kapola Guest House

Tel. : +268 404 0906 / 604 8962

E-mail: kapola_eden@swazi.net
Website : www.kapola_eden.co.sz 

Facilities:

About 7 minutes drive from the Session venues, living room with home-like setting, 6 private bedrooms, dinning room, garden, a lounge with DSTV. 



	Room Categories
	Price, breakfast included



	Standard Rooms:

Single

Double
	E350

E650



	Bethel Court
13, Tea Road, Ezulwini
Tel. : +268 416 1977

Fax: +268 4161895

E-mail: bethelcourt@realnet.co.sz
Website: www.bethelcourt.co.sz
Facilities: 

Not far from the conference venues, about 15 minutes drive from the airport,12 ensuite bedrooms and 2 self catering apartments with satellite TVs, air-conditioners, telephone, caters for small conferences, easy access to other facilities in town.


	Please contact Management for prices



	Emerald Park 

Farm 50, Portion 211, Timbali Road

(Behind the Catholic Primary School, overlooking the Royal Swazi 
spa Golf Course

P. O. Box 88, Ezulwini, Swaziland

Tel.: +268 416 2497 / 608 6600

E-mail: emeraldpark@realnet.co.sz
Facilities:

Not far from the conference venues, 2 executive 4-bedroom self-catering houses and 8 fully furnished 2-bedroom apartments and chalets, equipped with DSTV. 



	Please contact Management for prices



	 Legends Backpacker Lodge

Ezulwini Valley, Swaziland
Tel.: +268 416 1870

Facilities: 

Not far from the Conference venues, no restaurant but close to facilities in town.


	Please contact Management for prices



	

	 Lidwala Backpackers Lodge

Main Road, Ezulwini, 

Box 153, Lobamba, Swaziland

Tel.: +268 550 4951

Fax: +268 416 8010

Facilities: 

Not far from the Conference venues, close to facilities in town, dorms and ensuite twin and double rooms equipped with DSTV.  



	Please contact Management for prices

	

	Victory Guest House
Matenga Estate, Ezulwini Valley
Tel.: +268 416 3309

E-mail: victoryghouse@yahoo.com 
Facilities:

Not far from conference venues, garden, etc.


	Room Categories


	Price, breakfast included

	Standard rooms with two beds
	E125 per person sharing


Part 2: Hotels in Manzini (About 10 – 15 kilometres from Ezulwini)

	Park Hotel

No. 9, Mancishana St., Manzini

P. O. Box 3008, Manzini M200, Swaziland

Tel.: +268 505 7423/4/5/6/7

Fax: +268 505 7428

E-mail: expo@swazi.net
Facilities:

Located at the centre of town; fax and copy service, booking of taxis, conference rooms for about 70 and 12 people, respectively. 


	Room Categories
	Price, breakfast included



	Standard Rooms:

Single

Double
	E210
E270



	2 Days Special rate:

Single: E400 

 Double: E500


	Tum’s George Hotel

Corner Ngwane & Du Toit Street

P. O. Box 6534, Manzini M200, Swaziland

Tel.: +268 505 2260 / 505 8991

Fax: +268 505 9226 

E-mail: reservations@gh.sz
Website : www.tgh.sz
Facilities:

Located at the centre of town, about 10 minutes drive from the airport; about 25 km from the conference venues, 3 restaurants consisting of buffet and set menus, coffee shop, sports bar, conference rooms (big for 200 people, small ones for 10 – 20 people), swimming pool, spa & beauty salon, internet facilities, 53 rooms consisting of 45 standard, 6 luxury and 1 executive suite, each equipped with tea and coffee making facilities, air conditioning, satellite television, hair dryer, in-room safe, radio alarm and direct dial telephone., foreign exchange service,etc.


	Room Categories
	Price, breakfast included



	Standard Rooms:

Single

Double


	E600
E800


	Luxury Rooms:

Single

Double
	E650

E880



	Suite (single or double)
	E1500 



	Esibayeni Lodge

Matsapha, Swaziland

Near Manzini Highway

Tel.: +268 518 4848 / 605 1650

Fax: +268 518 4849

E-mail: esibayeni@esibayenilodge.co.sz
Website: www.esibayenilodge.co.sz
Facilities: 

A walk away from the airport, about 10 kilometres from the conference venues, conference facilities catering for 10 to 500 people with all required conference equipment available – conference services include teas/coffee, lunch and after conference parties,104 standard rooms comfortably furnished, with DSTV and 15 self-catering chalets, swimming pools, restaurant, free transport to the airport, health spa/massage salon, internet facility.  Conference room is free if organizers are lodged in the hotel and all meals are taken there.


	Room Categories
	Price, breakfast included

	Standard Rooms: 

Single (air-conditioned)

Single (no air condition)

Double (air-conditioned)

Double (no air condition)
	E350

E300

E550

E500



	VIP Rooms:
Single (air-conditioned)

Double (air-conditioned)
	E500

E700



	Self-Catering Chalets: 

 (standard, 1 bedroom per chalet – takes 2 persons)
 (standard 2 bedrooms per chalet – takes 4 persons)

VIP 2 bedroom chalet 

Takes 4 persons


	E750
E1200

E1600



	Note: - Chalet prices exclude breakfast.

- Rooms in the chalets are air-conditioned



	Part 3:  Hotels located in Mbabane, about 7 - 10 kilometres from Ezulwini

Grifters Backpackers Lodge

Bus Station 35, Siphefu Street, Off Somhlolo Road, Mbabane, 

Opposite Serendipity

Tel.: +268 409 0056 / 657 5862

 Email: grifterslodge@realnet.co.sz

Facilities: 

About 1.5km from the city centre, dorms, double group rooms, chalet dorms, WIFI access, close to city facilities.
For prices, please contact management

Brackenhill Lodge
Lusekwane Street – Off Fonteyn Road, Mbabane

Tel.: + 268 404 2887

Fax: +268 404 2134

E-mail: brackenhill@realnet.co.sz
Facilities:

About 4 km from city centre, mini gym, indigenous garden with a trout dam, tennis court, swimming pool, gorgeous mountain views.  

For prices, please contact management

City Inn
Gwamile Street, Mbabane

Tel/Fax: +268 404 2034 / 404 2406

E-mail: cityinn@realnet.co.sz
Facilities : 

Situated at he city centre, close to banks and most commercial offices, rooms equipped with DSTVs, telephone and internet access. 

For price, please contact management

Ekulindzeni Leisure Homes
381 Msuka Street, Dalraich West, Mbabane
Tel/Fax: +268 404 2575 

Cell: +268 603 4424

E-mail: zwanes@yahoo.com
zwane.associates@africaonline.co.sz
Facilities:

Single and double rooms, bed and breakfast units and fully equipped self-catering units, with satellite tvs, telephone, tea/coffee making facilities, conference facilities, etc. 

For prices, please contact management

Fairlady Mountain Cottages

Mountain Drive, off Fonteyn Road

Dalraich, Mbabane

Tel.: +268 608 7613

Facilities: 

Cottages that can accommodate up to 20 people,swimming pool, massage, TV, internet access, etc. 

For prices, please contact management

Jacana Lodge

Beverly Hills, Mbabane

Tel/Fax: +268 405 0671/2

Cell: +268 606 0309

E-mail: jacanalodge@realnet.co.sz

Website: www.jacanalodge.co.sz
Facilities: 

Spacious and tastefully decorated rooms able to accommodate families, home cooking, etc.
For prices, please contact management

The Mountain Inn

Tel.: +268 404 2781

Fax: +268 404 5393

E-mail: info@mountains.sz 

Facilities: 

Close to Mbabane city and not very far from Ezulwini Valley. Rooms equipped with DSTV, telephone and tea/coffee making facilities, internet facilities for laptops, business centre with internet connection,etc.

For prices, please contact management
Part 4: Hotel located in Piggs Peak (about 100km from Ezulwini)

Orion Piggs Peak Hotel

P. O. Box 45, Piggs Peak, Swaziland

Tel.: +268 437 1104 / 5

Fax: +268 437 1382 / 1415

E-mail: gmpiggspeak@orion-hotels.co.sz
Facilities: 

About 104 rooms (89 standard, 6 suites, 8 executive suites) well furnished and air-conditioned, internet facilities, taxi service, restaurants, bars, swimming pool, tennis and squash courts, gym and sauna, and other sports centres, boutique, conference rooms and facilities, etc.  
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	Room Categories
	Price, including breakfast

	Special Conference package: 
Single

Double (sharing)
	E595

E990
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