Draft Intervention on the
Report on the Activities of the African Commission on Human and People’s Rights
(ACHPR)

Madam Chairperson, thank you for giving my Delegation the floor.
I thank the Honorable Chairperson of the ACHPR for the informative report.
At the outset, I wish to reaffirm Eritrea’s commitment to further strengthen its
cooperation and engagement with the ACHPR. In this vein, we are working towards the
implementation of the areas of cooperation identified during our meeting with the Bureau
of the Commission on the sidelines of the 28th AU Summit.
Madam Chairperson,
The State of Eritrea takes seriously its responsibility to promote and protect the human
rights of its citizens. Eritrea is party to almost all of the core AU and UN human rights
instruments, and is scaling up its efforts to fulfill its commitments.
Eritrea primarily relies on its capacity and resources to fulfill its commitment and
consolidate human rights. It also cooperates with bilateral and multilateral partners,
including the ACHPR, UN Country Team, UNODC, EU and individual countries.
Madam Chairperson,
My country is mentioned in paragraph 43(viii) of the report under ‘areas of concern’. In
this regard, my Delegation wishes to assure the ACHPR that ‘allegations of arrests or
harassment of journalists and human rights defenders’ is unfounded. We request this
clarification to be reflected in the report of the PRC.
Before concluding my brief remarks, I wish to use this opportunity to express our
gratitude to the outgoing members of the Commission, including the Chairperson, for
their service to the continent.

Thank you!

Embassy of Tunisia
Addis Ababa

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Tunisia in Addis Ababa presents its compliments to
the African Union Commission and has the honour to refer to the African Commission on
Human and Peoples’ Rights (Banjul Commission)’s Report, which was considered and discussed
by the Permanent Representatives Committee (PRC) on Wednesday, 28 June 2017. The
Permanent Mission of Tunisia hereby expresses its deep disappointment at and rejection of
Bullet 9 under Paragraph 43 of the Report under the title “Issues of Concern” referring to “state
of emergency in Ethiopia and Tunisia and news about torture as well as harsh and degrading
treatment of persons in Ethiopia and Tunisia”.
In this regard, the Embassy would like to point out the following:










The state of emergency declared in Tunisia was the inevitable and logical outcome of the
security challenges and terrorist attacks that threatened the country’s viability and
stability as well as the lives of its citizens
Tunisia was the first country where the Arab Spring revolution erupted with the aim of
securing fundamental freedoms and liberating individuals from tyranny and injustice and
protecting human rights and dignity
Tunisia managed to adopt a constitution, the first of its kind in both the Arab World and
Africa and even the world over when it comes to upholding human rights, fundamental
rights and human dignity, particularly human physical and intellectual inviolability
Tunisia won the Nobel Prize for Peace in 2015 for successfully managing its democratic
transition in an atmosphere of peace and harmony among the various segments of
Tunisian society
It is improper but rather contrary to any sense of objectivity therefore calling into
question the aforementioned Commission’s credibility for its Report to contain the
above-mentioned Paragraph, which unjustifiably tarnishes the image of a country
considered worthy of emulation by most observers when it comes to upholding human
rights and protecting the citizen’s dignity. Consequently, it is woefully unfair to refer to
unsubstantiated, inaccurate and wrong information about “torture as well as harsh and
degrading treatment of persons” during the Commission’s deliberation on Tunisia

In light of the foregoing, the Embassy would like to express its official protest over the
aforementioned Paragraph contained in the Report of the African Commission on Human and
Peoples’ Rights and therefore demand that the said Paragraph be deleted.

The Permanent Mission of the Republic of Tunisia in Addis Ababa avails itself of this
opportunity to renew the assurances of its highest consideration to the African Union
Commission.

-

African Union Commission (Addis Ababa)
Cc: African Commission on Human and Peoples’ Rights (Banjul, The Gambia)

